Proposed Motions for National PWDI AGM 2008

By David Egan

Secretary, Galway PWDI

1. Transport 

a. Motion wording

That PWDI headquarters demand that the Department of Transport provide a detailed quarterly report to PWDI Headquarters and all PWDI networks itemising the progress achieved  in implementing the Sectoral Plan for Accessible Transport. And that such a report would provide a county-by-county analysis and an assessment of whether the initial deadline 2016 will be met at the current rate of progress.

2.  Health

a. Motion wording:

That the PWDI should call for the immediate re-introduction of the Special Dietary Allowance for disabled people with special dietary requirements such as those people with Diabetes, Coaelic disease, Crohn's disease, MS, Cancer, ME, IBS, Environmental illness, AIDS, Haemophilia, and many other serious illnesses.

b. Motion wording:

In view of the fact that there is a high suicide rate in Ireland, and that medical and scientific research shows that this  is linked to Depression and mental illness, we call on PWDI to lobby the Irish government to set up psycho-therapy and counselling services in each HSE area of Ireland, and that such services be adequately staffed and resourced in order to deal effectively with this serious and growing problem. 

3. Education

a. Motion wording

In view of the continuing skills shortage in certain sectors of the economy and the continuing high unemployment among disabled people, we call on the PWDI to lobby the minister for Education to introduce new government grants which would cover the cost of part-time courses in Universities and Institutes of Technology for all disabled people, so that they can improve their skills and employability.

4. Housing for disabled people

b. Motion wording

As housing is important to the independence and dignity of disabled people, we call on the PWDI to  lobby the Minister for the Environment to do the following:

(a) make it mandatory for every city council, county council and town borough in the country to publish a yearly report of how they prioritise social housing for certain social groups including disabled people.

(b) make it mandatory for every city council, county council and town borough in the country to publish Progress Reports regarding social housing for disabled people covering the current year and last fifteen years.

5. Crime and Violence

a. Motion wording

That PWDI immediately contact the Minister for Justice and request him to include a special section in the crime statistics detailing crimes against disabled people. This would enable the Minister, senior gardai and the PWDI to measure, monitor and analyse this growing problem in Irish society.  

6. Private Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB) 

a. Motion wording

That PWDI call on the Minister for Justice to enact an amendment to the Residential tenancies Act 2004,  forcing the Private Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB) to adopt a zero tolerance policy for anti-social behaviour directed against disabled people in rented accommodation. And that such be monitored by PWDI representation on the Private Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB).

7. The legally enforceable rights of disabled people

a. Motion wording

In light of the Disability Acts 1960  -  2005, the government's Sectoral plans, The Barcelona agreement, we call on the PWDI to engage the services of a reputable law firm and barristers to establish the following:

· what exactly are the legal duties and obligations of city and county councils in relation to the rovision of services to people with disabilities. This includes accessibility issues and transport issues. What enforcement options are available ?

· what are the legal duties and obligations of state bodies and government departments in relation to the provision of services to people with disabilities ? What enforcement options are available ?

· what are the legal duties and obligations of employers in relation to the provision of jobs and employment to people with disabilities ? What enforcement options are available ?

And that on establishing these facts, PWDI would inform all the PWDI networks of these facts.

8. Discrimination

a. Motion wording

That the PWDI lobby the  Minister for Justice for the setting up a special section within the Equality Authority which would deal only with discrimination against disabled people, and that this section be appropriately staffed, financed and resourced, and subject to regular monitoring by the Minister and PWDI to ensure that it is doing it's job properly.



